THE TIMES-DISPATCH: RICHMOND, VA, SUNDAY, JUNE 29, 1913.

Copyright. 1213, by the Btar Comrpany,

Madame Auffmordt, Otherwise Counfess de Salverte, the
Woman at Present the Principal Object of the Fickle Duke’s Devotion.

Brussels, June 20,
NEW disgruce has crowned the
A career of FEurope's uncrowned
roval ritke, the Duke of
Orleans,

His wife, the former Archduchess
Marin Austrin, has sued
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pud whiskers in ex the
munner s his illus {GH
and spends hours at this occupation
surronnded by busts and portraits of
the old King,
¢« When he wis a very voung man
the Duke was intensely devoted 1o
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Mme. Melba, the noted operatle
singer.  She suggested (o him g way

of making himself a hero in Franee
There is a law forbidding a pre-
tender to the throne or his direet
heir to reside In Franee. ‘T'he Duke
went fo a provinein! town under an
issumed name and declared that he
had  come to perform  his regular

militnry service. 1le wys Leceptel
by the local officers, but n about
twenty-four hours they  liscovered

wWho he was,

He was put under arrest, but the
Government felt emburrnssed, for it
wis an awkward thing 1o imprison
aoyouug man for trving to do his
duty to his country,  ‘T'hat wns just
whit he and his royalist friends ox-
pected,  Their newspapers began to
pring Indignant articles about the
=hitme of Keeping the voune Prinee in
t vl dungeon for the erime of Iry-
Nz to serve his beloved Fatherlal.

SSywpathetic Mme. Melby went to
see him in his dungeon, The erafty
French Prime Minister noted this,

he descendant of Henry of Navarre

might be seen any night in the

cafes of Brussels behaving riot-
ously with persons of un-
questionable reputation.”

Beautiful Society

Ninette des Mel.
ays, One of His
Former Favorites
Wearing the
Duke’'s Family
Jewels Which He
Gave Her.

“His three hand-
some sisters, ex-
Queen Amelie of
Portugal, Princess
tHelene, and Prin-
cess Louise are
deeply distressed
by his conduct.”

Great Eritaim Rights Reservea

RakerProgres,--EvenFaster

ThanKing Leop

His Highness of Orleans, Claimant to France’s Throne,
Royalty’s Disgrace, Jilted, Spanked, Kicked,
Boycotted by Society, Chief Spendthrift of the

Brussels “White Way,” Now Sued by His

Wife for Wasting Her Property

and he sald to the officer In charge
of the Duke:

“Be gentle to that young man. Let
him see his friend 'as often as he
lkes. There is even no harm if they
go out quletly In the evenlng."

The Duke selzed the cpportunity
to escape. Just as his followers were
preparing to shed thelr bitterest tears
over his sufferings he was fleeing the
country, escorted and protectxl hy
Mme. Melba,

It was ever thus. Sometimes he
would issue a herole manifesto telling
Frenchmen that he would lead them
on to glory, and at the eritical mo-
ment an Indignant husband would
drive him to cover.

The Duke's devotion to Melba con-
tinued for an unusually Jong time,
although 1t did not Interfere with
lesser affairs.  His behavior led 1o
the breaking of his engagement tn
his cousin, Princess Marguerite of
Orleans, daughter of the Duke of
Chartres. Thls was arranged for him
by his family, and considered a very
suitnble mateh, but even French
royaltles could not force a young
Princess to marry a man who be
haved like the Duke. -

A few wours later he married his
distant cousin, the Archduchess Marin
Dorothen of Austria, probably be

appeared that she could never hava
children. and he expressed great in-
dignntion at this, for a royal pre
tender must have children to inherit
his pretensions. The poor Duchess
wept long and bitterly, and finully
wis forced to go to her mother for
protection. She underwent two
operations, but ithout increasing
her prospects of muaternity.

Not bhaving done anyxthing to
make himself popular {n France for
gome time the Duke thought he saw
a fine opportunity during the Boer
war. There was then, of course,
much anti-Englsh feellng in France.
The Duke thought he would gratify
this feellng by writing a letter of
congratulation to the cartoonist, Wil-
lette, who had published a horribly
Zross ecarleature of Queen Vietorls.
Strange to say, his letter aroused
little enthusiasm in France.

In England, on the contrary, It
aroused fury. He was forced to re-
=ign from every English club he he
longed to and warned that the coun-
try would be too hot for him. It
must be remembered that his fimily
had been welcomed to England by
Queen Victoria after helng kicked out
of France In 1548,

He stayed away from England. but
a party of young Engllshmeu waviaid
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stout German  whose wife he
been trifilng with sought an in
view with him, and, as a result,
was unable to sit down
move about with comfort
three weerks,
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She was a
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Years obder than her husband, sickly,
shy, and quite unable to hold sueh a
rike as he to his own tireside. They
residence  at
=plendid
avesham,
admirer
of royalty deseribing this place says:

“I'he Duchess is g beautiful painter,
her
One shows an angel beir-
ing the emblems of the Royal House
cushion
A companion
in shooting
trophics of the

in

It

a nuiet
stroll at San Scbastian, the Spanish
him a
tried
Wiesbiden as a health resort, but a

Eay capital of Brussels mora

to his liking.

had  all he knew.
ter- The
he  ship with

for turn in

PDuke had
Mme,
or fecmge to have ninrked a
his carecr. At

]

1 on The Duke of Orleans, Royal Rake and Claimant of
waylaid the Duke and spanked him

France's Throne, in Court Dress.

He began to go there
In the time of old King Leopold. To-
gether they frequented the cafes and
cabarets and side doors of theatres.
The old sinner taught the young rake

severed his friend-
Mdlba, and this
downward
Brussels his

favorite companion was Ninette des

the Melays, a very

Parislan aciress

“The Duke Trained in Brussels with
the late King Leopold, and the old

the young rake
knew."

pretty, but vulgar,

Surrounded by
Ninette and men
and wolinean of
similar position
the descendant of
Henrl IV. would sit
in the public cafes
of Brussels drink-
Ing, singing, shout-
ing at the top of
his voice and en-
joying the homage
of his peculiar
courtiers.

Ninctte des Mel-
ays directed his
political poliey.
She made him tell
the dignified noble-
men  who repre-
sented him in the

varlous depart-
ments of France
that they wera

slow-zoing old fo-
gles.

Ninette dropped
a4 magnificent pearl
necklace in a Brus-
sels restaurant and
it was returned by
a Belglan woman
who had seen her
wearing it. This
incident led to the
disclosure that the
Duke had given the
actress most of the
splendid jewels in.
herited from his
great- grandmother,
Queen Marie
Amelie of France.

His wife, who
had the right to

wear them, ransomed them at great
expense from the actress, using the
Inst of her own money and borrowing
more from her famlly for this pur-

pose.  She brought $300,000 to tha
Duke on her marringe, and practi-

cally all of this has been squandered.
Both she and her mother have been
rulned finaneclally by him.

His conduet has caused the most
intense distress to his three hand-
some  slsters,  ex-Queen  Amelle of
Portugal, Princess Helene, Duchess
of Aosta, and Princess Louise, wifa
of Prince Charles of Bourbon.

These princesses  induced King
George nnd Queen Mary to pay the
Duke a vishi at Wood Norton twao
years ngo as a token that they for-
gave him and recognlzed that he was
trying to do better. Now, Queen
Mary Is naturally furious at the re-
ports of what he is doiug at Brussels.

No one favorite has ever held the
Duke's Interest for very long. There
are many of them, but one is rather
more conspleuous than the others for
a4 perlod, and then passes Into ob-
security. So it was with Ninette des
Melays. She is no longer seen in his
soclety.

The latest object of his admliration
Is a remarkable woman, Mme, Auff-
mordt. She belon. to dan excellent
family of the French aristoeracy, and
before her marriage was Countess
Baconnlere e Salverte. She then
marrled a wealthy manufacturer of
Germun origin. She has been very
much with the American et on the
Continent, and this has even given
rise to the report that she is an
Ameriean,  ¥For her he has rented a
charming chateau at Putdas!, near
Brussels,

They give amazing banquets,
where, after a hearty consumption of
wine, plans are made to destroy the
French republic. Instead of belng n
danger to the republic the Duke Las
really become a walking disgrace to
royalty. B

The very latest report is that the
Duke will run away from his troubles
by taking ship for foreign parts
under an assumed name with his
charmer, :
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